2.8. Orthography 

In this study, all Yakan words are written in the following orthography: a, b, d, e, g, h, i, 
;, k, I, m, n, ng, o, p, r, 5, t, u, w, and y. The glottal stop is represented by a straight 
apostrophe, ', and is written wherever it occurs except word-initially. (A glottal stop is 
always inserted epenthetically word-initially when no other phonetic material is available 
for that position.) If a root beginning with a glottal stop occurs with a consonant-final 
prefix, the glottal stop is not written, as in (24). 

(24) mag- + aka [?aka] -» magaka [mag?aka] 'to tell* 

But if a root beginning with a glottal stop occurs with a vowel-final prefix, the initial glottal 
stop is written, as in (25). 

(25) ta- + aka [?aka] -> ta'aka [ta2aka] 'to be able to teir 

The consonant r [r], an allophone of d, is written intervocalically within roots but not 
across word boundaries. It is also written in loan words. Other symbols of the Roman 
alphabet, such as c, /, v, and z, are used in proper names and loan words. 

The following are other orthographic conventions. Lengthened vowels are 
represented by a macron over the vowel (e.g. d). Lengthened consonants are represented by 
a sequence of two identical consonants. Vowel sequences are written with a semi-vowel 
between the two vowels. Reduplicated words are written with a hyphen to separate the 
reduplicated portion from the stem for ease of reading. 
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